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Reception to follow. 
William Raspberry 
Born in Okolona, Mississippi in 1935, acclaimed journalist William 
Raspberry was the son of teachers. His parents taught him 
to believe in education, respect, and independent thinking. 
Adherence to these values would lead him to become one 
of America’s most widely-read and respected columnists. 
 
As a journalist he never shied from controversial issues 
facing American society, issues such as race, education, 
family structure, and inner-city violence. His perspective 
always came from thought rather than political narrative. 
His weekly column in The Washington Post ran for nearly 
40 years and was syndicated in over 200 newspapers.    
Raspberry received numerous awards. He was named Journalist of the 
Year by Capital Press Club and received the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the National Association of Black Journalists. He was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 1994. 
 
William Raspberry never lost his belief in independent thinking and the 
power of the individual. He died at his home in Washington in 2012. His 
writing continues to be valued for its insightful and thoughtful perspective.   
 
Neely Tucker  
Journalist, novelist, and screen writer Neely Tucker is a seventh-generation 
Mississippian. For sixteen years, he was a staff writer for 
The Washington Post. His reporting took him to more than 
sixty countries or territories, covering conflicts and unrest 
in places such as Bosnia, Rwanda, Burundi, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, 
Sierra Leone, and Liberia. He also covered the 1998 U. S. 
Embassy bombing in Nairobi.  
 
His memoir, Love in the Driest Season, was named one of 
the best 25 Books of 2004 by Publisher’s Weekly, the 
American Bookseller’s Association, and the New York City Library. “Life 
After Death,” a story about his wife’s seven-year odyssey to help convict 
her daughter’s killer, was nominated by The Washington Post for the 2011 
Pulitzer Prize. His writing also extends to fiction, with his popular Sully 
Carter series of crime novels.  
 
Tucker lives with his wife and three children on the outskirts of 
Washington. In the rare moments he is not writing, he enjoys motorcycle 
rides and bourbon on the back porch. Despite his years in Washington and 
around the globe, he remains a loyal MSU fan. 
The Mississippi Land & Literature Series  
is a programming partnership of  
Mississippi State University Libraries,  
Mississippi State University’s Division of Agriculture,  
Forestry and Veterinary Medicine, and  
Cotesworth Culture and Heritage Center.  
 
The Series commemorates Mississippi’s rich  
agrarian and literary heritage.  











This official bicentennial project was made possible by a grant from 
the Mississippi Humanities Council, through support from the 
Mississippi Development Authority. 
 
 
